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Heists Targeting Truckers on Rise

Thieves are swiping
tractor-trailers filled with
goods, triggering a
spike in cargo theft on
the nation's highways.

Over a five day period
last month, an 18-
wheeler carrying 710
cartons of consumer
electronics was stolen
from a Pennsylvania
rest stop,
packed with 43,000
pounds of paper was
ripped off in Ottawa, IL,
and a 4006 t
with reclining armchairs
went missing in Atlanta.

Thieves stole 859
truckloads in 2009, up
from 767 loads in 2008
and 672 in 2007,
according to Freight-
Watch International, an
Austin, TX based
supply-chain security
firm that maintains a
database of thefts that
several government
agencies, including the
FBI, look to for trends.
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The latest wave of
thefts is different from
a run of tractor-trailer
hijackings that oc-
curred in the 1960s,
when organized-crime
rings forced drivers
out at gunpoint and
took their trucks.
According to industry
officials and police, the
current thefts are
generally nonviolent
and typically happen
at rest stops when the
driver is away from the |
truck eating or '
showering.

Thieves often know
what cargo a truck is
hauling because they
will follow trucks from
a plant, according to
police.

Thieves drive the
whole tractor-trailer
away or hitch up to an
unattended trailer, as
truckers sometimes
leave a trailer in a
drop lot and drive off

in just the tractor for
an errand.

Cargo theft repre-
sents a big concern
and cost for trucking
and other freight
haulers, says J.J.
Coughlin, chairman
of the SouthWest
Transportation
Security Council, a
nonprofit industry
group that represents
more than 200 freight
-shipping companies.
The council estimates
that the average loss
in each theft is
$350,0000 and that
is just the load inside
the truck.
you lose that too," he
said of the tractor-
trailer. Typically,
though, the tractor-
trailer is found miles
away.

California, Florida,
Texas, Georgia,
lllinois and New
Jersey are the top

states for number of
cargo thefts, accord-
ing to FreightWatch.
The crooks are tar-
geting such things
as electronics, food
and beverages,
clothing, pharma-
ceuticals and
cigarettes.
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WILL BEGIN
31 Mark Levis RS MONDAYi MARCH 29TH
e 2" FOR OWNERPERATORS
ecky Mullinax Billing
318 Edward Webb s RUNNING UNDER A COMPANY
318 Vince Harvey ks TAG. DEDUCTIONSWILL BE

3020 Tabitha Owen °ln9 - $55 PER WEEK FOR 10 WEEKS.

3/20 Ralph Weaver Mechanic

3/20 Jimmy Hicks Dispatch D 'd k

3/23 Deborah Sandlin Safety I you nOW?
3/28 Wilma New JRSL - Atruck driver is 23.2 times more likely to

3/30 Chuck Cobb JRSL have an accidentif texting. Simply
reaching for the phone increases their

chance of an accident 6.7 times.

(Virginia Tech Transportation Institute)
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Congratulations

Chris & Lisa Brooks
On the birth of son
% Cameron Tyler

= February 2, 2010
l‘é‘ 8 Ibs, 11 oz.

21 inches
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Question: What
do you do when
\ you come up on an
emergency vehicle
(evenifitisa
wrecker)?

Answer: Move
Over!

TOS THE

COMPANY ANNIVERSARIES

Mike Saxton
16 years, JRS Logistics

Chuck Cobb

8 years, JRS Logistics

Janice Watson

5 years, Billing Department

Carlos Embry

4 years, JRS

Timothy Shepherd

4 years, JRS

L AW T

Dewayne Burrough
2 years, JRS

Deadline for our
guarterly photo
contest is March
31st. Stoppedin a
nice scenic area?
Snap a photo!
(All photos must
include your truck).
Then email the
photo(s) to us.
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Attention
All Drivers

In Honor/Memory of
James Guffey and in
response to
complaints from
many drivers, we
have decided to
make all James R
Smith Buildings
Smoke Free.
Beginning Monday,
March 1st, 2010, we
ask that you no
longer smoke inside
the buildings. There
is a gazebo at the
Safety Office and a
Picnic Shed at the
main office that will
be designated
smoking areas.

Mitchell Reynolds, JRS #2433
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